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Charleston, SC and NASHVILLE, TN. (February 4, 2019) –The Technology transfer organization for the 
Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC), the MUSC Foundation for Research Development, and 
Cumberland Emerging Technologies Inc. (CET) have entered into a collaboration agreement to develop 
new biomedical products.  
 
Consistent with their longstanding commitment to biomedical innovation and translational research, CET 
and the MUSC Foundation for Research Development have agreed to collaborate on future co-development 
programs that combine the strengths of each institution with the goal of advancing new technology to 
clinical practice.  Under the agreement, CET will evaluate MUSC discoveries, license intellectual property 
rights to promising technologies, and partner with MUSC research scientists to advance product 
development toward commercialization.  CET will pursue new sources of funding for these projects through 
the Small Business Technology Transfer and Small Business Innovation Research and other grant 
programs.  New development programs are expected to span a variety of therapeutic areas including 
oncology, inflammatory diseases, and cardiovascular disease.   
 
“Our office receives over 100 product ideas a year, most of which require an industry partner to be further 
developed,” said Michael Rusnak the Executive Director of the MUSC Foundation for Research 
Development, “We are very enthusiastic about having Cumberland as a collaborator to aid in getting 
technologies to market and ultimately to the patient.”  
 
“We are very pleased to have the opportunity to partner with the MUSC Foundation for Research 
Development to develop technologies invented at MUSC, a nationally-recognized biomedical research 
institution,” said A.J. Kazimi, Chief Executive Officer of Cumberland Pharmaceuticals and CET. “We are 
excited to facilitate the introduction of promising new products by combining our expertise in drug 
development and commercialization with the MUSC’s research initiatives.” 
 
MUSC Foundation for Research Development (FRD) is responsible for evaluating all intellectual assets the 
MUSC enterprise owns and generates, extracting value, and forging industry and other relationships 
resulting in products and services that provide real-life solutions to the world’s medical needs. Whether 
FRD’s translations involve a technology license, research collaboration, or new startup venture, FRD serves 
as a dedicated one-stop shop for advancing innovation at MUSC.  
  
Cumberland Emerging Technologies, Inc. (www.cet-fund.com) is a joint initiative between Cumberland 
Pharmaceuticals Inc., Vanderbilt University, LaunchTN, and China’s Gloria Pharmaceuticals. The mission 
of CET is to bring biomedical technologies and products conceived at Vanderbilt University and other 
regional research centers to the marketplace. CET helps manage the development and commercialization 
process for select projects and provides expertise on intellectual property, regulatory, manufacturing and 
marketing issues that are critical to successful new biomedical products. CET's Life Sciences Center, 
located in Nashville, Tennessee, provides laboratory space, equipment, and infrastructure to early-stage life 
sciences companies. 
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